Paper 3: Summarizing and Explaining Research Methods

	In this unit we have two chief concerns. The pragmatic concern is methodology: What techniques from the textual, observational, and/or quantitative traditions do these scholars use when conducting their research? The conceptual concern is underlying assumptions: What do scholars in a particular discipline assume about other human beings or the world around them when they study and write about these things? Your task in this researched argument paper is to address these questions for two disciplines, or groups of scholars within a discipline, of your choice.

The Parts:
· The annotated bibliography. We will discuss how to use the library databases and other research tools. After that you will track down 4-6 peer-reviewed research articles answering similar questions from at least 2 different academic journals in your disciplines of interest (the closer these are in topic and method, the easier your task will be). You will read these articles and create a works cited list using APA format. Under each citation you will write a paragraph describing the research question, the main method used in the article, and the hypothesis/conclusion. 
· OPTIONAL: An interview with a researcher. The very good way for a novice to learn about a new field of study—what questions it tries to answer and how it does so—is to talk with an expert. Using the  DU web pages and whatever other resources you have at your disposal, you may find someone who conducts research that interests you and interview that person about his or her research. If you choose to do this, you will ask permission to interview the person in a meeting of about half an hour (describe the assignment to give them a sense of why you’re asking). It is better to meet in person: it helps you develop the important skill of talking to professors, it allows you to ask follow-up questions, and it compels your interviewee to give you more complete answers. However, if your interview candidate cannot meet in person but expresses a willingness to answer questions by email, you may use that means to complete this part of the assignment. You will transcribe the interview—write down almost everything said—and your transcription will be an appendix to your paper.
· The paper. Using your interview transcription if you have one and your sources, you will write a 2600-3500 word (roughly 8-12 pages) summary and argument that 
1. describes the type of research questions asked within these disciplines and states a specific research question which your research articles address (e.g., “How does binge drinking affect American college undergraduate students’ academic performance?”: this is an example I don’t want you to use); 
2. summarizes two methods used to answer your question and describes 1) how the research is conducted, 2) how the data or information are analyzed to extract meaningful results, 3) and how those results are presented in writing; and 
3. uses the framework of abduction and hypothetico-deduction to analyze how the researchers discover and test facts and then explain those facts. In other words, after you’ve said what the researchers did, you want to show why they did it that way and how that matters. 

Consider for example the question “Why do high school students choose to attend the colleges they attend?” Maybe you summarized a quantitative survey study of that question and a longitudinal ethnographic study following a small group of students at two high schools from Sophomore year until first year of college. You could then extract from your sources different basic assumption. These are the rules in abduction for the arguments these scholars make (e.g., “the primary reason for students to attend college is to be learn a particular academic discipline”; “people are more likely to give truthful answers to sensitive survey questions if they do so anonymously”; “the explanations young people offer for their choices are motivated by the desires to fit in and to seem mature”). The first two assumptions are necessary for the quantitative study to make sense, but there are limitations imposed by them (like not knowing how social pressures fit into college choices if the survey doesn’t probe that area); the latter assumption works for the observational study but imposes its own limitations because it steers the conversations had with the students and neglects larger societal reasons why certain colleges grow or shrink (in part because the sample is too small to see such effects). In the end, you would want to answer the “So what?” question: what does this tell us about these respective methods, often along the lines of “why do we need more than one way to try to answer this question?”

Due dates: 
· The annotated bibliography is due by the end of class time, Thursday, 11/1.
· First draft and interview transcript (if applicable) is due during the next week for one-on-one conferences. You will submit an electronic copy will depend on your appointment time (I need it the night before to read it for our meeting).
· Second draft due Tuesday, 11/13, for peer review conferences.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Final drafts due by 11:59PM, Saturday, 11/17. 

Advice:
· If you would like to conduct an interview, get started on it right away: scheduling conflicts and difficulty getting in contact with someone could otherwise undermine your project.
· When you search for your articles, find a good one first, look at its keywords associated both with research question and methods, and then use those keywords to locate other similar articles.
· It can be difficult to balance the concerns of argument with this paper. Remember that your paper contains an argument—you are asserting that two particular research projects make certain assumptions in their methods—and so should have a clear thesis (a plan for what you’re doing), should quote and analyze, etc. That said, you will have many pages that read more like summary than argument because you have to describe the research questions and process. Don’t let the conceptual difficulty of the assignment undermine the form of your paper (if you look at some examples under Files, you will see that there are several forms that can work, and those are not all).
· If you feel like you don’t what you’re doing, ASK ME FOR HELP!


